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ownership of land in Egypt, and gave the fellah an economic
individuality he had never had before. The new status of the
fellah gave an impetus to agriculture; the cultivation of cotton
in particular received a strong stimulus, for the fellaheen,
seeing the profits that accrued from it, emulated each other in
its production, and thus the way was prepared for the great
agricultural development of the following years.

Towards the end of his reign this bright and jovial monarch
was tormented by sickness and mortified by the frauds of his
entourage. He died in January 1860, and was succeeded by
his nephew Ismail, son of the great Ibrahim.

Thus did Egypt pass the fifteen uneventful years of the two
reigns that succeeded Mohammed AH. It played no part
worthy of attracting the eyes of the civilised world. The Egypt
of Mohammed Ali, which had riveted the attention of the
world for a generation and had become a member of the body
politic of the nations, once more assumed an almost stationary
position and was slowly going to sleep again when Ismail
appeared on the scene.